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The Office of the Press Secretary also released
a Spanish language transcript of the address.

Memorandum on Suspension of
Limitations Under the Jerusalem
Embassy Act
December 14, 2001

Presidential Determination No. 2002–05

Memorandum for the Secretary of State
Subject: Suspension of Limitations Under the
Jerusalem Embassy Act

Pursuant to the authority vested in me as
President by the Constitution and the laws
of the United States, including section 7(a)
of the Jerusalem Embassy Act of 1995 (Pub-
lic Law 104–45) (the ‘‘Act’’), I hereby deter-
mine that it is necessary to protect the na-
tional security interests of the United States
to suspend for a period of 6 months the limi-
tations set forth in sections 3(b) and 7(b) of
the Act. My Administration remains com-
mitted to beginning the process of moving
our embassy to Jerusalem.

You are hereby authorized and directed to
transmit this determination to the Congress,
accompanied by a report in accordance with
section 7(a) of the Act, and to publish the
determination in the Federal Register.

This suspension shall take effect after
transmission of this determination and report
to the Congress.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., December 21, 2001]

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on December 17, and
it will be published in the Federal Register on
December 27.

Remarks in Honor of Eid al-Fitr and
an Exchange With Reporters
December 17, 2001

The President. Welcome. It’s good to see
everybody. Thank you all for coming. We
want to thank you for coming to the White
House to celebrate Eid. It’s so nice of you
to be here. It reminds us how much we all

have in common, how similar boys and girls
are, no matter what their religion may be.
So thanks for being here today. We’re really
thrilled you’re here.

Eid is a time of joy, after a season of fasting
and prayer and reflection. Each year, the end
of Ramadan means celebration and thanks-
giving for millions of Americans. And your
joy during this season enriches the life of our
great country. This year, Eid is celebrated
at the same time as Hanukkah and Advent.
So it’s a good time for people of these great
faiths, Islam, Judaism, and Christianity, to re-
member how much we have in common: de-
votion to family, a commitment to care for
those in need, a belief in God and His justice,
and the hope for peace on earth.

We also share a custom I know all of you
are excited about, and that’s giving gifts to
children. And after this is over, I have a little
gift for you from the White House. This sea-
son is meant to be a time of rejoicing as well
as a time of generosity. I’m proud that our
country, during Eid, is helping the people
of Afghanistan. And I’m proud that the chil-
dren of America, through America’s Fund for
Afghan Children, are giving food and clothes
and toys to the children of Afghanistan.

The people of Afghanistan have suffered
so much, and we’re committed to helping
them in their time of hardship and in their
time of need. These are challenging days for
our Nation, but holidays like this one remind
us about how much we have to be thankful
for and that God delights in joy and gen-
erosity of men and women and children. Peo-
ple of every faith are welcome here in the
people’s house. People of every background
are welcome to come here to the White
House.

I want to thank you all for coming, and
I’d like to go read—if you don’t mind, read
from a book to you. Is that okay? How about
that? Let’s go do that, and then we’ll go back
over here. We’ve got a special gift for you.

[At this point, the President read a poem enti-
tled, ‘‘Good Deeds.’’]

The President. Thank you all for coming.
We’re getting ready to leave. I may answer
a few questions if you have some. Stretch,
[Richard Keil, Bloomberg News] and then
Ron [Ron Fournier, Associated Press].
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